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In	this	article	we	consider	the	Slope	Rating.	It’s	a	key	number	within	the	World	Handicap	System	(WHS)	that	is	part	of	the	calculation	used	for	determining	a	player’s	Course	Handicap,	which	varies	according	to	which	set	of	tees	you	are	playing	from	at	any	given	course.What	is	Slope	Rating?Slope	Rating	is	described	by	the	USGA	as	demonstrating
the	“measurement	of	the	relative	playing	difficulty	of	a	course	for	players	who	are	not	scratch	golfers,	compared	to	scratch	golfers”.	The	higher	a	course’s	Slope	Rating,	the	higher	the	expected	difference	of	scoring	between	a	scratch	golfer	and	a	bogey	golfer.	The	Slope	Rating	is	not	purely	an	indication	of	a	course’s	difficulty,	it	is	an	indication	of	the
difference	in	difficulty	for	scratch	and	bogey	players.How	is	Slope	Rating	Calculated?To	determine	the	Slope	Rating	for	a	course	requires	two	key	numbers	–	Course	Rating	and	Bogey	Rating.	The	Course	Rating	is	the	evaluation	of	the	playing	difficulty	of	a	golf	course	for	the	scratch	player	(0	handicap).	The	Bogey	Rating	is	the	evaluation	of	the
difficulty	of	a	course	for	a	bogey	player	of	20-24	handicap.	You	may	like	Course	and	Bogey	Rating	are	calculated	using	the	USGA	Course	Rating	System.	Course	rating	teams	consider	more	than	460	variables	on	a	standard	course	rating,	from	each	set	of	tees.The	USGA	Course	Rating	System	takes	into	account:	the	actual	measured	length	of	a	golf
course,	factors	that	can	affect	the	playing	length	of	the	course	and	other	challenges	that	influence	the	playing	difficulty	of	each	hole	called	'obstacle	factors'.	For	example,	do	any	'crossing	obstacles'	demand	long	carries;	are	the	fairways	particularly	narrow	with	trees,	penalty	areas,	rough	or	bunkers	in	close	proximity?	Slope	Rating	is	calculated	by
subtracting	the	Course	Rating	from	the	Bogey	Rating	and	multiplying	it	by	a	constant.'Crossing	obstacles'	are	one	of	the	'obstacle	factors'.	Do	any	present	long	carries?What	Does	a	Slope	of	113	Mean?Slope	Rating	varies	according	to	which	set	of	tees	you	play	from113	is	the	average	Slope	Rating	signifying	a	course	of	standard	relative	difficulty.	The
number	113	is	used	in	calculating	a	player’s	Course	Handicap.	Each	player	with	a	WHS	Handicap	Index	can	calculate	their	Course	Handicap	for	any	course	by	dividing	the	Slope	Rating	of	that	course	by	113,	multiplying	that	number	by	their	Handicap	Index	and	then	adding	in	Course	Rating	minus	Par	for	the	set	of	tees	they'll	be	playing	from.So,
expressed	as	a	mathematical	formula,	your	Course	Handicap	for	any	given	round	from	any	given	set	of	tees	equals...Subscribe	to	the	Golf	Monthly	newsletter	to	stay	up	to	date	with	all	the	latest	tour	news,	equipment	news,	reviews,	head-to-heads	and	buyer’s	guides	from	our	team	of	experienced	experts.Handicap	Index	x	Slope	Rating/113	+	(Course
Rating	-	Par)The	final	additional	element	of	'Course	Rating	-	Par'	has	been	part	of	the	calculation	for	some	handicap	jurisdictions	around	the	world	for	some	time	with	the	UK&I	embracing	it	from	the	2024	WHS	revisions.	If	you	know	exactly	what	the	golf	course	slope	rating	is	and	how	it’s	calculated,	congratulations;	You’re	in	the	minority,	even
among	avid	golfers.	Many	of	us	have	a	gist	of	what	it	means,	of	course.	The	higher	the	number,	the	more	difficult	the	golf	course	is,	right?	But	what	is	the	average,	and	how	are	things	calculated?	Also,	what	does	it	all	mean	for	your	game?This	article	aims	to	answer	those	questions	as	simply	as	possible,	and	also	why	it’s	important	to	know.		Chances
are,	if	you're	a	mid-	to	high-handicapper,	you're	probably	not	getting	enough	strokes	from	your	scratch	or	low-handicap	playing	companions.	So	the	following	information	should	help	in	your	negotiations	to	set	up	a	more	fair	game.	But	first,	let's	take	a	look	at	the	numbers.	Up	Next	Autoplay	is	paused	USGA's	Rainwater	explains	World	Handicapping
System	If	a	course	is	rated	by	the	United	States	Golf	Association,	you’ll	find	the	numbers	for	the	Course	Rating	and	Slope	Rating	on	the	scorecard.	They	are	usually	presented	like	this	example:	76.4/134,	which	is	the	rating/slope	respectively	for	the	back	tees	of	the	difficult	South	Course	at	Firestone	Country	Club	in	Akron,	Ohio.The	first	number	is	the
course	rating,	which	is	basically	a	reflection	of	what	a	scratch	golfer	(0	handicap	index)	would	typically	shoot	on	this	course.	The	7,400-yard	South	Course	at	Firestone	is	a	par	70,	so	what	you	can	glean	from	this	is	that	the	scratch	player	would	typically	play	this	course	about	six	over	par.	(In	case	you	were	wondering	courses	like	Pebble	Beach	Golf
Links	and	The	TPC	Sawgrass	PLAYERS	Stadium	Course	have	course	ratings	and	slope	ratings	of	74.9/144	and	72/155,	respectively,	from	the	back	tee	boxes.)	Wow,	that's	a	lot.	So	if	a	scratch	player	is	expected	to	shoot	76	at	Firestone,	what	does	this	mean	for	the	rest	of	us?	Right	away,	we	can	can	see	that	we’re	probably	going	to	shoot	a	high	number
out	there.	More	important	for	everyday	golfers	is	the	slope	rating,	that	second	number.	At	first	glance,	it	won’t	tell	you	much	unless	you	know	what	that	number	means	and	how	it’s	calculated.Golf	course	slope	ratings,	believe	it	or	not,	have	only	been	around	since	1979.	That’s	when	Dean	Knuth,	a	former	Navy	commander,	invented	the	formula	to
predict	what	bogey	golfers	would	shoot	on	various	holes	of	a	course	from	a	particular	set	of	tees.	Soon	after	inventing	the	formula,	he	would	join	the	USGA	as	a	senior	director,	most	notably	in	charge	of	the	Golf	Handicapping	and	Information	Network	(GHIN)	for	16	years	(1981-97).	That’s	the	mechanism	that	determines	and	manages	handicaps	for
amateur	players,	and	having	a	GHIN	index	number	is	crucial	for	anyone	wanting	to	compete	in	tournaments.Basically,	Knuth	compared	the	scratch	rating	of	a	golf	course	to	the	bogey	rating	to	arrive	at	the	slope	rating.	In	other	words,	what	is	the	expected	score	of	a	scratch	golfer	on	a	particular	course	to	that	of	a	bogey	golfer?	Using	all	sorts	of
factors	to	calculate	these	ratings	--	like	forced	carries,	difficulty	of	greens,	etc.	--	the	slope	rating	doesn't	measure	the	overall	difficulty	of	the	course	like	the	course	rating	does.	Rather	it	is	a	number	that’s	supposed	to	define	the	difference	between	how	a	course	plays	for	expert	players	versus	less	skilled	players.	Now	let's	dive	into	how	it	all	works
together.	The	slope	and	rating	for	each	set	of	tees	for	Bandon	Dunes	is	listed	on	the	right	side	of	the	scorecard.	Jason	Scott	Deegan/GolfPass	The	number	113	is	an	average	slope	rating,	and	it’s	used	to	determine	how	your	handicap	travels	from	course	to	course.	Let’s	use	the	South	Course	at	Firestone	as	an	example.	Let’s	say	your	handicap	index	is
10.0,	and	you	are	playing	the	White	Tees,	which	are	rated	71.8/125.	You	would	divide	125	by	113,	which	is	1.106.	Multiply	that	by	your	index	and	you	get	11.06.	Add	the	course	rating,	which	is	71.8,	which	gives	you	82.86.	Then	subtract	par	for	those	tees,	which	in	this	case	is	70,	and	you	get	your	course	handicap	for	Firestone	is	12.86.	You	can
probably	go	ahead	and	round	that	up	to	13.Your	course	rating	for	various	courses	is	useful	in	several	areas.	Most	notably,	if	you	are	playing	in	a	tournament	on	that	course,	and	there’s	a	net	division,	tournament	organizers	will	figure	out	your	course	handicap	based	on	your	GHIN	index.	You	may	or	may	not	get	full	handicaps	depending	on	the	relative
difficulty	of	the	event,	but	this	is	a	way	to	create	an	even	playing	field.It’s	also	helpful	when	playing	with	your	buddies.	Again,	let’s	say	your	index	is	10.0,	but	your	course	handicap	is	13.	If	you’re	playing	against	a	scratch	player,	you	can	see	now	that	you	should	be	getting	more	than	10	strokes	because	again,	the	slope	rating	isn’t	simply	the	overall
difficulty	of	a	course,	but	the	difference	in	difficulty	between	a	scratch	player	and	a	less-skilled	player.	This	is	understandable	given	how	scratch	players	are	usually	more	accurate,	carry	the	ball	farther	and	are	more	predictable	with	their	misses,	all	of	which	play	well	on	more	difficult	courses.	That’s	why	the	course	ratings	for	players	on	easier
courses	will	quite	naturally	be	closer	together.And	finally,	these	numbers	also	figure	into	your	handicap	index.	The	other	day,	I	shot	an	81	on	a	pretty	tough	golf	course.	My	9-handicap	translated	into	a	6	for	the	round	on	that	course.	So	when	you	get	to	a	golf	course	and	set	up	a	game	with	your	buddies,	do	you	need	to	bring	this	formula	with	you?Of
course	not.	That	doesn’t	sound	like	a	lot	of	fun.	But	knowing	how	this	works	is	important.	In	general,	this	is	what	you	need	to	be	thinking	when	you	go	to	the	course.If	you’re	in	a	tournament	on	a	tough	golf	course,	just	figure	that	you’re	going	to	get	more	strokes	than	you	would	normally	get.	(If	the	course	is	easy,	you'll	get	fewer	strokes	than	your
handicap	index).	If	you’re	setting	up	a	game	with	your	buddies,	and	a	couple	of	them	are	really	good	players,	don’t	let	them	short-change	you.	It's	only	fair	to	ask	for	more	strokes	if	the	course	is	difficult.	And,	if	they	ask	you	why,	just	text	them	a	link	to	this	article.	Get	exclusive	tips	from	the	pros,	in-depth	course	reviews,	the	latest	gear	updates,	and
more	delivered	straight	to	your	inbox.	By:	Josh	Sens	August	17,	2023	Course	rating.	Slope	rating.	You’ll	see	both	numbers	posted	on	the	scorecard	of	the	course	you’re	playing.	Here's	what	they	actually	mean.	Getty	Images	Golf	is	hard,	though	some	rounds	come	easier	than	others.	Why	the	variance?	Well,	golf	is	fickle.	But	that’s	not	all.The	skill	and
experience	of	the	player	matters.	So	does	the	difficulty	of	the	course.	In	some	respects,	difficulty	is	subjective.	Some	of	us	are	more	intimidated	by	certain	looks	and	shots	than	others.	Some	holes	simply	manage	to	psyche	us	out.	But	like	a	golfer’s	handicap,	the	difficulty	of	a	course	is	also	quantifiable.	It	can	be	measured.	The	tool	for	doing	so	is	the
Course	Rating	System.You’ll	see	both	the	Course	and	Slope	Rating	posted	on	the	scorecard	of	the	course	you’re	playing,	assuming	the	course	you’re	playing	has	gone	through	the	rating	process,	which	it	probably	has.	But	what,	exactly,	do	those	numbers	mean?	Plainly	put,	the	course	rating	tells	you	how	difficult	a	course	is	for	a	scratch	player.	If	a
course	rating	is,	say,	72.3,	that	means	a	scratch	golfer	is	expected	to	average	72.3	on	his	or	her	better	rounds	there.	It’s	a	fairly	easy	metric	to	understand	because	it’s	measured	in	strokes.The	slope	rating	can	be	harder	to	grasp	because	it	gets	into	relative	difficulty,	taking	into	account	players	who	are	scratch	and	players	who	are	not.	That
comparison	gives	you	the	Slope	Rating.	Arriving	at	this	number	requires	the	keen	eye	of	experts	and	a	good	amount	of	math.	How	a	69-year-old	golfer	shaved	11	strokes	off	his	handicap	By:	Nick	Dimengo	,	Tony	Ruggiero,	Top	100	Teacher	Those	experts	are	raters	from	your	local	golf	association,	who	inspect	every	nook	and	cranny	of	the	course,
measuring	the	distances	to	hazards,	the	size	and	contours	of	the	greens,	the	severity	of	bunkers,	and	on.	Hundreds	of	variables	are	taken	into	consideration	on	every	hole.	(For	a	more	detailed	overview	of	how	a	hole	gets	rated,	check	out	this	explainer).	All	of	this	information	is	then	plugged	into	an	algorithm,	which	generates	the	Course	Rating	and
the	Bogey	Rating,	both	of	which	are	need	to	determine	the	Slope	Rating.The	Slope	Rating	can	range	from	55	to	155,	but	you	won’t	come	across	either	extreme	often.	The	average	slope	rating	for	a	course	is	113.	If	you	want	to	come	up	with	your	course	handicap	(helpful	if	you	want	to	know	how	many	strokes	you’re	giving	or	getting	against	your
opponent	in	a	match),	divide	the	slope	rating	of	the	course	by	113	and	then	multiple	that	number	by	your	Handicap	Index.The	USGA	also	has	a	handy	course	handicap	calculator	you	can	use,	and	there’s	an	even	more	seamless	version	in	the	app	(sometimes	it’s	best	to	let	the	app	do	the	number-crunching	for	you).	Discover	the	and	method	of	golf	slope
rating.	Explore	the	it	offers,	including	enhancing	fairness	and	,	assisting	in	,	and	standardizing	course	difficulty.	Learn	about	the	role	of	USGA,	R&A,	and	local	golf	associations.	What	is	Golf	Slope	Rating?	In	the	world	of	golf,	the	term	“Golf	Slope	Rating”	may	sound	unfamiliar	to	some,	but	it	plays	a	crucial	role	in	determining	the	difficulty	of	a	golf
course.	Let’s	dive	into	the	,	explanation,	purpose,	and	importance	of	Golf	Slope	Rating,	as	well	as	the	method	used	to	calculate	it.	Definition	and	Explanation	Golf	Slope	Rating	can	be	defined	as	a	measure	of	the	relative	difficulty	of	a	golf	course	for	an	average	golfer	compared	to	a	scratch	golfer.	It	provides	a	standardized	way	to	assess	the	challenges
and	complexities	that	a	golfer	may	encounter	on	a	particular	course.	To	put	it	simply,	Golf	Slope	Rating	quantifies	how	much	harder	or	easier	a	course	is	compared	to	a	course	with	a	standard	difficulty	level.	It	takes	into	account	various	factors	such	as	the	layout,	hazards,	and	overall	design	of	the	course.	A	higher	Slope	Rating	indicates	a	more
challenging	course,	while	a	lower	rating	suggests	a	relatively	easier	one.	Purpose	and	Importance	The	purpose	of	Golf	Slope	Rating	is	to	ensure	fairness	and	equity	in	the	game	of	golf.	By	assigning	a	rating	to	each	course,	golfers	can	compare	their	performance	across	different	courses	and	accurately	calculate	their	Course	Handicap.	The	importance
of	Golf	Slope	Rating	lies	in	its	ability	to	level	the	playing	field.	Golfers	of	all	skill	levels	can	enjoy	a	fair	when	playing	on	courses	with	varying	difficulties.	Without	this	rating	system,	it	would	be	challenging	to	determine	how	well	a	golfer	performs	on	a	particular	course	compared	to	others.	Moreover,	Golf	Slope	Rating	helps	golfers	make	informed
decisions	when	selecting	a	course	to	play.	It	allows	them	to	gauge	the	difficulty	level	and	choose	a	course	that	aligns	with	their	skill	level	and	preferences.	This	ensures	an	enjoyable	playing	experience	for	golfers	of	all	abilities.	Calculation	Method	The	of	Golf	Slope	Rating	involves	a	meticulous	process	that	takes	into	account	multiple	factors.	The
United	States	Golf	Association	(USGA)	and	The	Royal	and	Ancient	Golf	Club	of	St	Andrews	(R&A)	are	the	governing	bodies	responsible	for	establishing	and	maintaining	the	standards	for	Slope	Rating.	To	calculate	the	Golf	Slope	Rating,	course	raters	evaluate	the	difficulty	of	a	course	by	considering	elements	such	as	the	length,	obstacles,	elevation
changes,	and	hazards.	They	assess	the	overall	challenge	that	the	course	presents	to	an	average	golfer	compared	to	a	scratch	golfer.	The	rating	is	derived	by	comparing	the	score	that	an	average	golfer	would	be	expected	to	achieve	on	the	course	with	the	score	that	a	scratch	golfer	would	likely	achieve.	The	difference	between	these	two	scores	is	then
converted	into	a	percentage,	which	represents	the	Slope	Rating.	It’s	important	to	note	that	the	method	may	vary	slightly	between	different	golf	associations.	However,	the	underlying	principle	remains	the	same	–	to	provide	an	accurate	measure	of	the	relative	difficulty	of	a	golf	course.	Factors	Affecting	Golf	Slope	Rating	Golf	Slope	Rating	is	a	crucial
aspect	of	the	game	that	helps	determine	the	difficulty	of	a	golf	course	for	an	average	player	compared	to	a	scratch	golfer.	It	takes	into	account	various	factors	that	can	significantly	influence	a	golfer’s	experience	on	a	particular	course.	Let’s	delve	into	the	key	factors	that	affect	Golf	Slope	Rating.	Course	Difficulty	and	Layout	One	of	the	primary	factors
that	contribute	to	the	Golf	Slope	Rating	is	the	difficulty	and	layout	of	the	golf	course.	Each	course	has	its	unique	design,	featuring	varying	distances,	hazards,	and	obstacles.	A	course	with	narrow	fairways,	numerous	water	hazards,	and	strategically	placed	bunkers	can	pose	a	greater	challenge	for	golfers.	Additionally,	the	length	of	the	course	and	the
placement	of	tee	boxes	also	play	a	role	in	determining	the	slope	rating.	Longer	courses	with	demanding	tee	shots	and	challenging	approaches	tend	to	have	higher	slope	ratings.	The	layout	of	a	golf	course	also	impacts	the	difficulty.	Courses	with	undulating	fairways,	elevated	greens,	and	tricky	doglegs	can	make	it	more	challenging	for	golfers	to
navigate	their	shots	accurately.	The	presence	of	trees,	roughs,	and	out-of-bounds	areas	further	adds	to	the	complexity.	All	these	factors	are	carefully	considered	when	calculating	the	Golf	Slope	Rating,	ensuring	that	it	accurately	reflects	the	difficulty	level	of	the	course.	Weather	Conditions	Another	crucial	factor	that	affects	the	Golf	Slope	Rating	is	the
prevailing	weather	conditions.	Weather	plays	a	significant	role	in	altering	the	difficulty	of	a	golf	course.	Strong	winds	can	make	it	challenging	to	control	the	ball,	affecting	both	the	distance	and	accuracy	of	shots.	Golfers	may	have	to	adjust	their	strategies	and	club	selection	accordingly,	leading	to	a	higher	slope	rating.	In	addition	to	wind,	other
weather	elements	such	as	rain	and	temperature	can	also	impact	the	slope	rating.	Wet	fairways	and	greens	can	make	the	course	play	longer,	as	the	ball	doesn’t	roll	as	far.	Conversely,	dry	and	firm	conditions	can	increase	the	ball’s	roll	and	allow	for	more	aggressive	shot-making.	The	rating	organizations	take	into	account	the	historical	weather	patterns
of	a	course	to	ensure	that	the	slope	rating	accurately	reflects	the	typical	playing	conditions.	Player	Skill	Level	One	of	the	essential	aspects	considered	when	determining	the	Golf	Slope	Rating	is	the	skill	level	of	the	players.	The	slope	rating	is	designed	to	help	golfers	of	all	abilities	enjoy	a	fair	and	competitive	game.	It	takes	into	account	how	a	higher
handicapped	player	would	fare	against	a	scratch	golfer	on	the	same	course.	Golfers	with	higher	skill	levels	tend	to	have	a	better	understanding	of	course	management,	shot	selection,	and	club	choice.	They	can	navigate	through	difficult	holes	more	effectively,	minimizing	the	impact	of	course	difficulty.	On	the	other	hand,	less	experienced	or	higher
handicapped	golfers	may	struggle	to	overcome	challenging	circumstances.	The	slope	rating	ensures	that	the	course’s	difficulty	is	adjusted	to	provide	an	equitable	playing	field	for	all	golfers,	regardless	of	their	skill	level.	To	summarize,	the	Golf	Slope	Rating	is	influenced	by	a	combination	of	factors.	The	course	difficulty	and	layout,	including	hazards,
length,	and	design,	play	a	significant	role.	Weather	conditions,	such	as	wind,	rain,	and	temperature,	can	also	impact	the	slope	rating.	Lastly,	the	skill	level	of	the	players	is	considered	to	ensure	a	fair	and	competitive	experience	for	all.	By	taking	these	factors	into	account,	the	Golf	Slope	Rating	provides	valuable	information	to	golfers,	helping	them
choose	courses	that	align	with	their	skill	level	and	preferences.	It	enhances	fairness	and	by	enabling	players	of	different	abilities	to	compete	on	an	even	playing	field.	So,	the	next	time	you’re	planning	a	round	of	golf,	consider	the	Golf	Slope	Rating	to	make	an	informed	decision	about	the	course	that	suits	your	game	the	best.	Did	you	know	that	golf
courses	with	undulating	fairways	and	elevated	greens	can	be	compared	to	a	roller	coaster	ride?	Just	like	how	the	dips	and	twists	of	a	roller	coaster	add	excitement,	these	features	on	a	golf	course	make	the	game	more	thrilling	and	challenging.	Can	you	imagine	the	thrill	of	hitting	a	perfectly	placed	shot	over	a	hill	onto	an	elevated	green?	It’s	like
conquering	the	peak	of	a	roller	coaster	and	enjoying	the	breathtaking	view	before	descending	towards	the	next	adventure.	Golf	course	architects	strategically	incorporate	these	features	to	test	golfers’	skills	and	add	an	element	of	surprise	to	every	round.	So,	get	ready	to	embrace	the	roller	coaster-like	journey	of	a	golf	course	with	its	ups	and	downs,
twists	and	turns,	and	experience	the	exhilaration	of	playing	the	game	you	love!	Understanding	Golf	Slope	Rating	How	to	Interpret	Slope	Rating	The	slope	rating	in	golf	is	a	measure	of	the	relative	difficulty	of	a	golf	course	for	a	bogey	golfer	compared	to	a	scratch	golfer.	It	is	a	key	factor	in	determining	a	player’s	course	handicap,	which	allows	for	fair
across	different	skill	levels.	But	how	exactly	should	golfers	interpret	the	slope	rating?	To	interpret	the	slope	rating,	golfers	should	first	understand	that	it	is	a	two-digit	number	that	ranges	from	55	to	155.	The	higher	the	slope	rating,	the	more	challenging	the	course	is	considered	to	be.	For	example,	a	course	with	a	slope	rating	of	113	is	considered
average	difficulty,	while	a	course	with	a	slope	rating	of	155	is	extremely	difficult.	When	playing	a	course	with	a	higher	slope	rating,	golfers	should	expect	more	obstacles,	such	as	narrow	fairways,	deep	bunkers,	and	challenging	greens.	They	should	also	anticipate	longer	carries	and	tougher	shots.	On	the	other	hand,	a	course	with	a	lower	slope	rating
will	generally	be	more	forgiving	and	offer	easier	scoring	opportunities.	It’s	important	to	remember	that	the	slope	rating	is	not	an	indication	of	the	quality	of	the	course.	It	simply	provides	golfers	with	a	standardized	measure	of	difficulty,	allowing	them	to	compare	their	performance	on	different	courses.	Golfers	should	embrace	the	challenge	presented
by	higher	slope	ratings	and	see	it	as	an	opportunity	to	improve	their	skills.	Relationship	with	Course	Handicap	The	slope	rating	has	a	direct	relationship	with	a	golfer’s	course	handicap.	The	course	handicap	is	the	number	of	strokes	a	player	receives	to	adjust	their	score	to	the	level	of	a	scratch	golfer.	The	purpose	of	the	course	handicap	is	to	level	the
playing	field	and	allow	golfers	of	different	skill	levels	to	compete	fairly.	To	determine	the	course	handicap,	golfers	need	to	know	their	handicap	index	and	the	slope	rating	of	the	course	they	are	playing.	The	formula	for	calculating	the	course	handicap	is	as	follows:	Course	Handicap	=	Handicap	Index	x	(Slope	Rating	/	113)	For	example,	if	a	golfer	has	a
handicap	index	of	10.0	and	is	playing	a	course	with	a	slope	rating	of	125,	their	course	handicap	would	be:	Course	Handicap	=	10.0	x	(125	/	113)	=	11	This	means	that	the	golfer	would	receive	11	additional	strokes	to	their	score	to	adjust	for	the	difficulty	of	the	course.	Understanding	the	relationship	between	slope	rating	and	course	handicap	is	crucial
for	golfers,	as	it	allows	them	to	accurately	assess	their	performance	and	compare	it	to	other	players.	It	also	helps	golfers	select	the	appropriate	tees	to	play	from,	ensuring	a	fair	and	enjoyable	round	of	golf.	Impact	on	Scoring	The	slope	rating	has	a	significant	impact	on	a	golfer’s	scoring.	As	mentioned	earlier,	a	higher	slope	rating	indicates	a	more
challenging	course,	which	can	make	it	more	difficult	for	golfers	to	achieve	lower	scores.	When	playing	a	course	with	a	higher	slope	rating,	golfers	should	expect	their	scores	to	be	higher	compared	to	playing	a	course	with	a	lower	slope	rating.	This	is	because	the	higher	slope	rating	reflects	the	additional	difficulty	and	obstacles	that	golfers	need	to
navigate.	However,	it’s	important	for	golfers	to	remember	that	the	slope	rating	is	relative	to	their	own	skill	level.	While	a	higher	slope	rating	may	make	scoring	more	challenging,	it	doesn’t	mean	that	it’s	impossible	to	achieve	a	good	score.	With	proper	strategy,	shot	selection,	and	course	management,	golfers	can	still	shoot	low	scores	on	courses	with
high	slope	ratings.	It’s	also	worth	noting	that	the	impact	of	the	slope	rating	on	scoring	varies	depending	on	a	golfer’s	skill	level.	A	scratch	golfer,	who	has	a	handicap	index	of	0,	will	generally	be	less	affected	by	the	slope	rating	compared	to	a	higher	handicap	golfer.	This	is	because	scratch	golfers	have	the	skills	and	experience	to	handle	the	challenges
presented	by	higher	slope	ratings.	In	summary,	the	slope	rating	plays	a	vital	role	in	understanding	and	interpreting	the	difficulty	of	a	golf	course.	It	helps	golfers	assess	their	performance,	determine	their	course	handicap,	and	select	the	appropriate	tees	to	play	from.	While	a	higher	slope	rating	may	make	scoring	more	challenging,	golfers	should
embrace	the	opportunity	to	improve	their	skills	and	enjoy	the	game	to	the	fullest.	Remember,	golf	is	a	game	of	skill,	strategy,	and	perseverance,	and	the	slope	rating	adds	an	extra	layer	of	excitement	and	challenge	to	the	sport.	Benefits	of	Golf	Slope	Rating	Golf	Slope	Rating	offers	several	to	players,	course	managers,	and	golf	associations.	It	plays	a
crucial	role	in	standardizing	course	difficulty,	enhancing	fairness	and	,	and	assisting	in	.	Standardizing	Course	Difficulty	One	of	the	primary	of	Golf	Slope	Rating	is	its	ability	to	standardize	the	difficulty	level	of	golf	courses.	Every	golf	course	is	unique,	with	varying	layouts,	hazards,	and	challenges.	Without	a	standardized	rating	system,	it	would	be
challenging	for	players	to	compare	their	performance	on	different	courses	accurately.	The	Slope	Rating	takes	into	account	various	factors	such	as	course	length,	obstacles,	and	hazards.	It	provides	a	numerical	value	that	represents	the	relative	difficulty	of	a	golf	course	for	a	bogey	golfer	compared	to	a	scratch	golfer.	This	rating	allows	players	to	assess
the	challenge	level	of	a	course	before	playing,	enabling	them	to	make	informed	decisions	about	their	game	strategy	and	club	selection.	Enhancing	Fairness	and	Competition	Golf	is	a	game	that	thrives	on	fairness	and	,	and	the	Golf	Slope	Rating	system	ensures	just	that.	By	considering	the	slope	of	a	course,	which	represents	its	difficulty,	the	system
helps	level	the	playing	field	for	golfers	of	different	skill	levels.	Traditionally,	golfers’	handicaps	were	based	solely	on	their	ability	to	score	against	a	course’s	par.	However,	this	method	didn’t	account	for	the	course’s	difficulty,	leading	to	potential	imbalances	in	.	With	the	introduction	of	Slope	Rating,	a	fairer	assessment	of	a	player’s	skill	level	is
possible.	It	allows	golfers	with	higher	handicaps	to	compete	on	an	equal	footing	with	those	who	have	lower	handicaps,	as	they	can	adjust	their	scores	based	on	the	course’s	difficulty.	This	fairness	in	not	only	adds	excitement	and	enjoyment	to	the	game	but	also	encourages	more	golfers	to	participate,	regardless	of	their	skill	level.	It	fosters	a	sense	of
inclusivity	and	camaraderie	among	players,	promoting	a	thriving	golfing	community.	Assisting	in	Course	Selection	Choosing	the	right	golf	course	can	significantly	impact	a	player’s	overall	experience	and	performance.	Golf	Slope	Rating	comes	to	the	rescue	by	assisting	golfers	in	making	informed	decisions	when	selecting	a	course.	The	Slope	Rating
provides	golfers	with	valuable	information	about	the	difficulty	level	of	a	course.	By	understanding	the	rating,	players	can	match	their	skill	level	to	the	appropriate	course.	For	example,	a	high-handicap	golfer	may	prefer	a	course	with	a	lower	Slope	Rating,	as	it	indicates	a	less	challenging	layout.	On	the	other	hand,	a	scratch	golfer	seeking	a	tougher
challenge	can	opt	for	a	course	with	a	higher	Slope	Rating.	Moreover,	golfers	can	use	the	Slope	Rating	to	set	realistic	goals	and	expectations	when	playing	on	a	particular	course.	They	can	adjust	their	strategy,	focus	on	specific	areas	of	improvement,	and	adapt	their	game	plan	accordingly.	This	enhances	the	overall	experience	and	satisfaction	derived
from	playing	golf.	In	addition	to	individual	golfers,	course	managers	also	benefit	from	the	Slope	Rating	system.	It	helps	them	attract	the	right	target	audience	by	accurately	promoting	their	course’s	difficulty	level.	Golf	associations	can	also	utilize	the	Slope	Rating	data	to	organize	tournaments	and	events,	ensuring	fair	and	an	enjoyable	experience	for
all	participants.	Role	of	Golf	Slope	Rating	Organizations	Golf	Slope	Rating	organizations	play	a	crucial	role	in	the	world	of	golf,	ensuring	that	courses	are	accurately	assessed	and	players	have	a	fair	and	enjoyable	experience.	These	organizations	set	the	standards	and	guidelines	for	determining	the	difficulty	level	of	golf	courses,	allowing	golfers	to
compare	their	performance	across	different	courses	and	regions.	Let’s	take	a	closer	look	at	some	of	the	major	organizations	involved	in	Golf	Slope	Rating.	USGA	(United	States	Golf	Association)	The	United	States	Golf	Association	(USGA)	is	one	of	the	most	prominent	organizations	when	it	comes	to	Golf	Slope	Rating.	Established	in	1894,	the	USGA	has
been	responsible	for	numerous	advancements	in	the	sport	and	is	dedicated	to	preserving	the	integrity	and	traditions	of	golf.	In	collaboration	with	the	R&A,	the	USGA	developed	the	Slope	Rating	System,	which	has	become	the	standard	method	for	evaluating	the	difficulty	of	golf	courses.	The	USGA’s	role	in	Golf	Slope	Rating	goes	beyond	just	setting
the	standards.	They	work	closely	with	golf	course	superintendents,	golf	professionals,	and	other	industry	experts	to	ensure	that	the	rating	process	is	accurate	and	fair.	The	USGA	also	provides	education	and	training	programs	for	course	raters,	ensuring	that	they	have	the	knowledge	and	skills	to	assess	courses	effectively.	R&A	(The	Royal	and	Ancient
Golf	Club	of	St	Andrews)	The	Royal	and	Ancient	Golf	Club	of	St	Andrews,	commonly	referred	to	as	the	R&A,	is	another	influential	organization	involved	in	Golf	Slope	Rating.	Founded	in	1754,	the	R&A	is	based	in	St	Andrews,	Scotland,	and	is	responsible	for	governing	the	sport	of	golf	worldwide	(except	in	the	United	States	and	Mexico,	where	the
USGA	has	this	role).	The	R&A	collaborates	with	the	USGA	to	develop	and	maintain	the	Slope	Rating	System.	They	provide	guidance	and	support	to	golf	associations	around	the	world,	ensuring	that	the	system	is	implemented	correctly	and	consistently.	The	R&A	also	conducts	research	on	various	aspects	of	the	game,	including	course	architecture	and
equipment	standards,	to	further	enhance	the	sport	of	golf.	Local	and	Regional	Golf	Associations	In	addition	to	the	USGA	and	the	R&A,	there	are	numerous	local	and	regional	golf	associations	that	play	an	essential	role	in	Golf	Slope	Rating.	These	associations	are	responsible	for	evaluating	and	rating	golf	courses	within	their	respective	regions,
ensuring	that	golfers	have	accurate	information	about	the	difficulty	level	of	the	courses	they	play.	Local	and	regional	golf	associations	work	closely	with	the	USGA	and	the	R&A	to	ensure	that	their	rating	processes	align	with	the	global	standards.	They	train	and	certify	course	raters	within	their	jurisdictions,	who	then	assess	the	courses	based	on	the
guidelines	provided	by	the	USGA	and	the	R&A.	These	associations	also	communicate	the	Slope	Ratings	to	golfers,	making	it	easier	for	them	to	select	courses	that	suit	their	skill	levels.	In	conclusion,	Golf	Slope	Rating	organizations	such	as	the	USGA,	the	R&A,	and	local/regional	golf	associations	play	a	vital	role	in	ensuring	fair	and	competitive	golfing
experiences.	They	collaborate	to	develop	and	maintain	the	Slope	Rating	System,	provide	education	and	training,	and	certify	course	raters.	Thanks	to	their	efforts,	golfers	around	the	world	can	enjoy	the	game	with	a	standardized	measure	of	course	difficulty,	enhancing	fairness,	and	stimulating	healthy	.	Ever	felt	completely	overwhelmed	tackling	an
unfamiliar	golf	course	far	more	difficult	or	easy	than	your	usual	track?	Me	too—until	I	understood	golf	slope	ratings.	Golf	slope	rating	provides	a	statistical	measurement	of	a	course’s	relative	playing	difficulty	for	bogey	golfers	compared	to	scratch	golfers.	By	converting	your	handicap	index	up	or	down	based	on	this	number,	you	can	compete	or	play
recreationally	on	any	golf	course	equitably.	Let’s	dive	in	to	exactly	what	slope	rating	means,	how	to	use	it,	and	why	it	makes	handicapping	more	portable.	Slope	rating	is	defined	as	a	measurement	of	the	difficulty	of	a	golf	course	for	bogey	golfers	relative	to	scratch	golfers.	Slope	rating	accounts	for	factors	like	the	overall	yardage,	obstacles,	elevation
changes,	and	other	challenges	built	into	the	design	of	a	course.	The	slope	rating	is	expressed	as	a	number	generally	ranging	from	55	for	the	easiest	golf	courses	to	155	for	the	most	difficult.	The	purpose	of	a	golf	course’s	slope	rating	is	to	allow	handicaps	to	be	portable	from	one	golf	course	to	another,	even	if	they	have	significantly	different	levels	of
difficulty.	Several	key	factors	are	considered	when	determining	the	slope	rating	of	a	golf	course	during	the	rating	process.	These	factors	include	the	overall	length	of	the	course	from	each	set	of	tees,	the	placement	of	obstacles	and	hazards	around	the	course,	the	severity	of	elevation	changes	on	different	holes.	And	the	challenge	of	hitting	approach
shots	into	greens	that	are	protected	or	have	difficult	pin	placements.	The	formula	used	to	produce	a	slope	rating	compares	the	relative	playing	difficulty	of	a	course	for	bogey	golfers,	defined	as	golfers	with	handicaps	from	approximately	16	to	36	for	men	and	20	to	40	for	women,	versus	scratch	golfers,	defined	as	golfers	with	a	handicap	index	of	0.0.
The	formula	considers	the	expected	difference	in	performance	on	each	hole	between	these	two	groups	of	players	and	calculates	a	number	representing	that	difficulty	differential.	Slope	rating	is	determined	by	trained	golf	raters	sanctioned	by	the	United	States	Golf	Association	(USGA).	These	raters	carefully	walk	a	course,	assess	each	hole	individually
from	every	set	of	tees,	and	input	factors	into	the	USGA	Course	Rating	software.	The	raters	must	consider	every	detail	of	the	course,	from	forced	layups	to	blind	shots	to	small,	undulating	greens.	This	first-hand	assessment	produces	the	bogey	rating	and	scratch	rating	that	then	generate	the	slope	rating.	While	the	general	methodology	of	slope	rating
has	been	described,	the	specific	technical	formula	used	to	generate	a	course’s	unique	slope	rating	number	is:	Slope	Rating	=	(Bogey	Rating	–	Scratch	Rating)	x	5.381	+	113	To	unpack	this:	Bogey	Rating:	The	expected	score	for	a	bogey	golfer	playing	the	course	Scratch	Rating:	The	expected	score	for	a	scratch	golfer	playing	the	course	The	difference
between	these	two	ratings	represents	the	relative	playing	difficulty	That	difference	is	multiplied	by	5.381,	a	constant	determined	mathematically	to	scale	scores	appropriately	Finally,	113	is	added	to	normalize	the	scale	so	that	113	represents	a	course	of	standard	playing	difficulty	The	output	of	this	formula	after	assessing	bogey	and	scratch	golfers
gives	the	course	its	slope	rating,	rounded	to	the	nearest	whole	number.	Generally	slope	ratings	fall	between	55	for	very	easy	courses	and	155	for	exceptionally	challenging	courses	set	up	for	major	tournaments.	By	accounting	for	all	elements	that	separate	top	golfers	from	average	golfers,	the	slope	rating	classification	gives	a	handy	reference	point	for
understanding	course	difficulty	at	a	glance.	Critical	in-depth	knowledge	needed	to	differentiate	between	bogey	and	scratch	expectations,	however,	depends	entirely	on	trained	golf	raters	walking	the	course	hole-by-hole	while	considering	key	details.	Raters	qualified	by	the	USGA	note	obvious	characteristics	like	length,	hazards,	rough	height	and
density,	trees,	bunkers,	water	obstacles,	out-	of-bounds	lines,	and	green	undulations.	But	they	also	assess	more	subtle	factors	such	as	elevation	changes,	doglegs,	layup	areas,	club	selection	for	approach	shots,	and	pin	placements	on	putting	surfaces.	Additionally,	different	tee	complexes	for	the	same	hole	may	present	varying	challenges	that	influence
ratings.	By	observing	all	characteristics	of	each	hole	first-hand,	qualified	raters	can	apply	their	expertise	to	accurately	estimate	scoring	potential	for	both	scratch	and	bogey-level	players.	Those	raw	numbers	then	flow	through	the	slope	rating	formula	to	quantify	course	difficulty	compared	to	a	standardized	rating.	While	technology	continues
improving	assessment	tools,	the	human	perspective	remains	essential	for	grasping	all	nuances	that	make	a	course	easier	or	harder	to	score	well	on.	Raters	are	at	the	forefront	of	producing	valid	ratings	for	proper	handicap	administration.	The	slope	rating	printed	alongside	a	golf	course’s	details	on	the	scorecard	or	course	website	has	important
implications	for	how	players	can	transfer	their	handicap	index	onto	that	specific	course.	Because	a	player’s	handicap	strokes	are	intended	to	allow	them	to	play	equitably	with	others	regardless	of	skill	level.	The	slope	rating’s	numeric	representation	of	course	difficulty	means	more	strokes	can	be	added	to	a	player’s	handicap	index	if	the	slope	rating
indicates	a	course	is	more	difficult	than	average.	For	competition	purposes,	allowing	additional	handicap	strokes	based	on	a	higher	slope	rating	ensures	golfers	with	different	abilities	can	participate	on	the	same	course	on	a	relatively	even	playing	field.	For	example,	a	player	with	a	10	handicap	index	would	gain	2	additional	strokes	on	their	course
handicap	if	playing	a	course	with	a	slope	rating	of	130	compared	to	a	course	with	a	standard	rating	of	113.	This	allows	them	to	contend	even	though	the	130-rated	course	presents	more	challenges.	Using	such	handicap	calculations	is	vital	for	tournament	play	when	golfers	may	be	competing	on	courses	far	more	or	less	difficult	than	what	they	are
accustomed	to	playing.	On	the	other	hand,	for	casual	play	on	a	municipal	course	with	a	slope	rating	of	just	90	indicating	it	is	quite	short	and	straightforward,	their	10	index	would	calculate	down	to	an	8	course	handicap	instead.	So	they	would	lose	2	strokes	to	match	the	ease	of	the	layout	while	keeping	their	overall	net	score	aligned	with	expectations.
Using	this	portable	handicap	system	enables	fairness	across	the	spectrum	of	golfing	skill	regardless	of	which	courses	are	played.	Accurately	factoring	in	the	published	slope	rating	to	modify	a	player’s	handicap	index	based	on	the	difficulty	of	a	particular	golf	course	is	especially	vital	for	organized	tournament	play	and	other	competitive	events.	The
reason	slope	rating	adjustments	are	so	necessary	in	competitions	where	golfers	may	be	playing	an	unfamiliar	course	is	rooted	in	the	foundational	spirit	of	handicapping	itself	–	to	give	players	of	all	abilities	an	equitable	chance	of	success	when	facing	off	head-to-head	or	in	groups.	Without	slope	rating,	players	who	regularly	play	an	exceptionally	tough
home	course	would	be	heavily	disadvantaged	when	competing	on	most	other	courses	against	competitors	used	to	more	modest	challenges,	and	vice	versa.	Additionally,	higher-handicap	contestants	would	essentially	have	no	hope	of	contending	even	in	handicapped	competitions	on	extremely	difficult	tournament	setups	like	those	used	for	championship
events	or	qualifiers.	But	when	everyone’s	handicap	index	gets	adapted	up	or	down	based	on	the	slope	rating	printed	right	next	to	the	par	and	course	rating	for	the	specific	tees	used	for	the	event,	much	more	parity	enters	the	equation	to	make	for	exciting,	fair	matches	and	leaderboards	across	skill	levels.	Therefore,	both	for	enabling	players	to	post
representative	scores	that	maintain	the	accuracy	of	their	handicap	index	over	time	and	for	keeping	competition	balanced.	Factoring	slope	rating	into	course	handicaps	is	indispensably	beneficial	anytime	golfers	play	rounds	that	contribute	to	their	scoring	record.	Though	the	math	behind	it	may	seem	complex,	using	slope-adjusted	handicaps	truly
makes	the	game	more	fun	and	equitable	for	all	who	play	it.	Using	a	golf	course’s	published	slope	rating	is	an	important	part	of	calculating	and	applying	your	own	personal	course	handicap	whenever	playing	a	rated	round,	whether	for	competition	or	recreation.	The	first	step	is	to	check	the	course’s	scorecard	or	website	to	find	the	posted	ratings,	which
include	the	slope	rating	alongside	the	course	rating	and	par.	The	slope	rating	is	always	shown	as	a	three-digit	number	between	55	and	155.	Course	Rating	–	indicates	playing	difficulty	from	the	middle	tees	at	parSlope	Rating	–	rates	difficulty	for	bogey	golfers	vs	scratch;	given	in	a	number	like	113,	130,	155Par	–	the	total	par	for	18	holes	from	the
middle	tees	Next,	armed	with	both	the	slope	rating	and	your	own	USGA	handicap	index,	you	can	quickly	calculate	your	course	handicap	for	that	specific	set	of	tees	using	either	a	slope	rating	conversion	chart	or	the	formulas	programmed	into	most	golf	GPS	devices	or	mobile	apps.	In	general,	for	each	point	of	slope	rating	greater	or	less	than	the
standard	rating	of	113,	your	handicap	index	will	be	adjusted	up	or	down	by	.1	strokes.	So	a	slope	rating	of	130	adds	17*.1,	or	1.7,	extra	strokes.	Finally,	once	you	know	your	course	handicap,	you	simply	add	or	subtract	strokes	relative	to	par	as	normal	based	on	the	posted	ratings	to	determine	your	adjusted	net	scores.	Consistently	factoring	the
published	slope	rating	into	your	pre-round	calculations	allows	you	to	post	equitable	scores	and	maintain	an	accurate	handicap	index	across	any	combination	of	easy	and	difficult	courses.	Most	golf	apps	and	GPS	watches	can	instantly	adjust	your	handicap	using	the	course	slope	rating	once	you	enter	your	handicap	index,	making	this	an	easy	step
before	teeing	off.	But	it	helps	to	understand	the	math	if	you	need	to	determine	course	handicap	manually:	Start	with	your	exact	USGA	Handicap	Index	Subtract	113	from	the	course	Slope	Rating	Divide	the	difference	by	5.381	Round	to	one	decimal	place	Add	to	your	index	to	get	the	Course	Handicap	For	example,	if	your	index	is	10.4,	and	you	are
playing	a	course	with	a	Slope	Rating	of	128:	adjusted	net	scores	Finally,	the	reason	for	converting	your	handicap	index	into	a	course	handicap	is	to	determine	and	post	actual	scores	adjusted	for	the	relative	difficulty	or	ease	of	that	specific	golf	course.	So	after	playing	the	course	using	your	calculated	course	handicap	to	add	or	subtract	strokes	relative
to	par	on	each	hole,	you	simply	follow	the	usual	procedure	for	hole-by-hole	score	entry,	while	noting	it	was	a	“C”	round	played	based	on	course	handicap	for	slope	rating.	When	your	handicap	software	calculates	your	differentials,	it	will	factor	out	the	slope	adjustment	properly	to	analyze	only	your	performance	ability	and	maintain	your	index	accuracy.
So	be	diligent	about	looking	up	course	slope	ratings	before	every	posted	round	and	calculating	your	adjusted	course	handicap	to	utilize	this	great	system	the	USGA	has	devised	for	making	handicap	administration	and	net	scoring	truly	portable	across	all	layouts!	Hopefully	this	comprehensive	breakdown	of	everything	you	need	to	understand	about	golf
slope	rating.	From	the	definition	and	purpose	to	the	formula	and	calculations	to	real-world	usage	for	posting	equitable	scores	–	gives	you	new	insight	into	this	key	element	of	course	setup	and	handicapping!	Let	me	know	if	any	aspect	needs	further	clarification.	Golf	slope	rating	is	a	complex	but	vital	component	of	the	handicap	system	that	makes	the
game	equitable	for	players	across	skill	levels	and	course	difficulties.	Understanding	your	course	slope	rating	enables	you	to	adjust	your	handicap	index	to	match	the	challenge	presented	and	walk	away	with	a	scorecard	reflective	of	your	ability.	Whether	playing	a	casual	round	with	friends	or	competing	on	an	unfamiliar	layout,	take	the	time	to	factor	in
slope	rating—you’ll	be	glad	you	did.	USGA	Course	Rating	is	an	evaluation	of	the	difficulty	of	a	golf	course	for	scratch	golfers.	(More	specifically,	the	number	is	an	estimate	of	the	average	scores	of	the	best	50-percent	of	rounds	played	by	scratch	golfers	at	the	course	being	rated.)Course	rating	is	very	easy	to	understand	because	it	is	expressed	in
strokes.	A	par-72	course	that	is	easy	might	have	a	course	rating	of	68.9;	one	that	is	difficult	might	have	a	course	rating	of	74.5.	That	means	that	a	scratch	golfer	should	be	expected	to	average	68.9	strokes	in	his	better	rounds	at	the	easier	course;	and	74.5	at	the	more	difficult	one.Slope	rating	Slope	rating	(a	term	trademarked	by	the	United	States
Golf	Association)	is	a	measurement	of	the	difficulty	of	a	golf	course	for	bogey	golfers	relative	to	the	course	rating.Course	rating	tells	scratch	golfers	how	difficult	the	golf	course	will	be;	slope	rating	tells	bogey	golfers	how	difficult	it	will	be.To	put	it	another	way:	USGA	Course	Rating	tells	the	best	golfers	how	hard	a	golf	course	actually	plays;	USGA
Slope	Rating	indicates	how	much	harder	the	course	plays	for	"regular"	(meaning	not	among	the	best)	golfers.The	minimum	slope	rating	is	55	and	the	maximum	is	155	(slope	does	not	relate	specifically	to	strokes	played	as	course	rating	does).	The	higher	the	slope,	the	more	difficult	the	course	is.	When	the	slope	rating	system	was	first	put	into	effect,
the	USGA	set	the	slope	for	an	"average"	golf	course	at	113;	however,	not	many	18-hole	golf	courses	have	slope	ratings	that	low.	Some	do,	but	the	real-world	average	is	higher	than	113.	(However,	a	slope	of	113	is	still	used	in	certain	calculations	within	the	handicap	system.)Links	source:		the	free	Golf	Pad	app	to	automatically	see	rating	and	slope
details	for	over	40,000	golf	courses	worldwide.		For	more	info	on	course	rating	and	slope	visit:		is	Standard	Scratch	Score	(SSS)?Some	countries	use	the	Standard	Scratch	Score	(SSS)	rating	system	to	evaluate	the	difficulty	of	courses.	If	you	are	using	GolfPad	in	a	country	that	uses	this	system,	GolfPad	will	recognize	that	and	use	SSS	automatically.
See	this	page	for	more	information.	Here's	a	simple	explanation	of	slope	rating	in	golf,	and	how	to	find	any	course's	bogey	rating!	By	Nick	Heidelberger	,	GolfLink	Senior	Editor	Updated	May	23,	2024	Golfer	writes	scores	on	a	scorecard	A	golf	course’s	slope	rating	is	the	relationship	between	its	course	rating	and	its	bogey	rating.	The	course	rating	is
the	score	a	scratch	player	should	shoot	on	a	good	day,	and	the	bogey	rating	is	the	score	a	player	with	a	course	handicap	of	around	20	should	shoot	on	a	good	day.		If	you	don’t	think	your	course	has	a	bogey	rating,	think	again.	Even	though	it’s	not	published	on	the	scorecard,	every	golf	course	with	a	course	rating	also	has	a	bogey	rating,	and	you	can
easily	look	up	the	bogey	rating	of	any	golf	course	rated	by	the	USGA	through	the	USGA	Course	Rating	and	Slope	Database.	In	this	article	Less	than	two	percent	of	all	golfers	are	scratch	players	or	better,	and	the	fact	is	that	the	challenges	of	each	course	impact	highly	skilled	players	less	than	higher	handicap	players.	That’s	why	it’s	necessary	to	have	a
bogey	rating	and	a	course	rating,	and	that’s	where	a	course’s	slope	rating	comes	into	play.	Slope	rating	is	the	slope	of	the	line	the	connects	the	course	rating	and	bogey	rating	How	slope	rating	is	calculated	If	you	were	to	plot	the	course	rating	and	the	bogey	rating	on	a	graph	and	draw	a	line	between	them,	think	of	the	slope	rating	as	the	literal	slope
of	that	line.	The	steeper	the	slope	(the	higher	the	slope	rating),	the	more	difficult	a	course	is	for	the	higher	handicap	golfer	compared	to	the	scratch	player.	Just	to	clear	things	up,	slope	rating	has	absolutely	nothing	to	do	with	the	topography	or	elevation	changes	on	a	golf	course	(the	literal	slope	of	the	ground)	or	the	undulations	on	the	putting
greens.	To	calculate	the	slope	rating,	the	USGA	subtracts	the	course	rating	from	the	bogey	rating,	multiplies	that	number	by	5.381	for	men	or	4.240	for	women,	then	rounds	the	result	up	to	the	next	whole	number.	Therefore,	slope	ratings	are	always	whole	numbers.	Since	the	maximum	slope	rating	is	155,	any	result	greater	than	155	produces	a	slope
of	155.	Working	backward	from	this	formula,	you	can	also	calculate	any	course’s	bogey	rating	from	any	set	of	tees	if	you	know	the	course	rating	and	slope	rating	(which	are	printed	on	the	scorecard).		To	do	this,	take	the	slope	rating	and	divide	it	by	5.381	for	men	or	4.240	for	women.	Then	add	that	result	to	the	course	rating.	Because	slope	ratings	are
rounded	up,	this	won’t	give	you	the	exact	bogey	rating	to	the	decimal,	but	it	will	be	within	a	couple	tenths.	Use	this	formula	to	calculate	any	course’s	bogey	rating	using	the	course	rating	and	slope:	Bogey	rating	=	slope	rating	/	5.381	(men)	or	4.240	(women)	+	course	rating	Just	knowing	a	slope	rating	of	a	course	without	context	isn’t	very	helpful,	so
let’s	clear	up	what	a	slope	rating	means,	and	how	to	use	the	slope	rating	to	gauge	a	course’s	difficulty.	The	slope	rating	scale	ranges	from	55	to	155,	and	the	average	slope	rating	is	113.	The	lower	the	number,	the	easier	the	course	is,	and	the	higher	the	number,	the	more	difficult	it	is.	You	won’t	find	too	many	courses	on	either	end	of	the	scale,
however,	as	most	full-length	regulation	courses	have	slope	ratings	much	closer	to	the	average	than	either	extreme.	The	slope	rating	is	used	to	calculate	any	given	player’s	course	handicap	on	any	course.	For	example,	a	player	who	carries	a	handicap	index	of	5.0	is	not	necessarily	expected	to	shoot	5-over	par	on	any	golf	course	on	any	day.	While	you
don’t	usually	need	to	calculate	your	course	handicap	by	hand	–	the	USGA	provides	easy	access	to	tools	online	and	through	its	app	to	calculate	this	for	you	–	knowing	the	formula	can	be	helpful	to	contextualize	what	a	slope	rating	is,	and	it’s	also	handy	for	the	old-schoolers	out	there	who	still	want	to	do	the	math	themselves.	The	formula	for	calculating
your	course	handicap	is:		Course	handicap	=	handicap	index	x	(slope	rating	/	113)	+	(course	rating	-	par)	rounded	to	the	nearest	whole	number.	For	example,	a	10-handicap	player	playing	a	course	with	a	slope	rating	of	133,	course	rating	of	71.2	and	course	par	of	72	would	have	a	course	handicap	of	11	(10.0	x	(133	/	113)	+	(71.2	-	72).	READ	MORE
Bogey	Golfer	Official	Handicap	and	Stats	It’s	good	to	understand	the	factors	that	go	into	calculating	your	handicap	and	course	difficulty,	and	slope	rating	is	one	of	those	factors.	However,	golf	handicapping	as	a	whole	is	fairly	complex	and	can	be	confusing	when	you	try	to	grasp	every	minute	detail.	The	USGA	provides	all	the	tools	you	need	to	get	a
handicap	and	find	your	course	handicap	for	any	course,	so	you	can	focus	on	playing	golf	and	let	the	numbers	take	care	of	themselves.	READ	MORE	Scratch	Golfer	FAQs:	Behind	the	Term	+	Practical	Tips


